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CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 

The City of London School Bursary Fund, The City of London School 
Scholarships and Prizes Fund and the Sansom Bequest 

Summary of proposed changes 
 

1. About the charities 

1.1 The City of London School Bursary Fund and The City of London School Scholarships and Prizes 
Fund are charitable funds associated with City of London School. They are administered by the 
City of London Corporation as trustee which makes decisions in relation them through the Board 
of Governors of CLS.  

1.2 The Bursary Fund can be used to provide bursaries for pupils whose parents would not otherwise 
be able to afford to pay for them to attend CLS, hardship grants for those whose parents fall on 
hard times and for any other type of financial assistance for the costs of attendance such as 
school uniform. CLS uses means testing to assess eligibility for support from this Fund.   

1.3 The Scholarship Fund can be used for a broad range of awards and prizes to pupils, former pupils 
or pupils of other schools with which CLS has cooperated in some way. Support from the 
Scholarship Fund can be provided regardless of a family’s financial circumstances.  

1.4 Among other funds the Scholarship Fund holds a fund known as the Sansom Bequest which 
originates from a legacy in 2007 from the late Mr Ronald Charles Sansom, a former pupil of CLS. 
Awards can be made from this fund to pupils who hold a scholarship or bursary, and are in 
financial hardship, for the costs of attending CLS. Under the terms of the fund the pupil and at 
least one of his parents must have been born in, and currently live in, London.  

 

2. Proposed changes 

2.1 At CLS our vision is to make education available to as many talented boys as possible. Following a 
review of our financial assistance programme we have, since the start of the 2018 - 2019 academic 
year, been applying new guidelines under which there is reduced provision for scholarships which 
are based solely on merit and increased provision for means-tested bursaries. Our programme 
now offers partial bursaries for pupils from low to middle income families in addition to the 
existing full fee bursaries and hardship bursaries.  

2.2 As an academically selective school, CLS offers bursaries on the basis of performance in the 
academic entrance examinations as well as financial means testing. As a result, the importance of 
scholarships and prizes in promoting excellence on an individual and a school community level 
has been reduced. In making these changes, which reflects an increasing emphasis on the use of 
bursaries across the independent schools sector, we hope to enable excellent pupils to access an 
independent school education whose families would not otherwise have been able to afford it. 

2.3 As a result of our new guidelines there has been an increase in the total value of bursaries, 
combined with a decline in the total value of scholarships, provided to new pupils. New 
scholarships are now only nominal in amount (£250).  

2.4 Pupils who currently receive scholarships will not be affected and will continue to receive their 
award at the existing level (subject to any conditions of eligibility) for the duration of their 
schooling. 
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2.5 As pupils with existing scholarships leave CLS and with the new guidelines providing for much 
smaller scholarships for new pupils, we anticipate that the need for the Scholarship Fund will 
decline year-on-year and so there will be more funds than CLS needs for the provision of 
scholarships. If no action is taken these excess funds will build up, underutilised, over time.  

2.6 To allow the Scholarship Fund’s resources to be more effectively spent, it is proposed that the 
Scholarship Fund (including the Sansom Bequest) should be merged with the Bursary Fund.  

2.7 By combining the funds of the Sansom Bequest with the merged fund those funds would become 
available to support pupils regardless of where they or their parents were born. Currently there 
are restrictions on the Sansom Bequest which means that capital of the fund cannot currently be 
used and only the income arising on investment can be used. As part of the merger, it is proposed 
that those restrictions are removed so that, if necessary, the capital of the fund can be accessed 
as the proportion of CLS pupils who benefit from means-tested support increases in line with our 
plans.  

2.8 As a result of the merger of the Scholarship Fund, the Bursary Fund and the Sansom Bequest, the 
merged funds could be used to flexibly in providing a broad range of financial assistance 
including bursaries, grants to meet the costs of school attendance, scholarships, prizes and other 
awards to support the CLS community as effectively as possible in keeping with our vision. The 
immediate impact is that, in line with the guidelines, the funds held within the current 
Scholarship Fund could be used to support the provision of bursaries enabling a greater number 
of bursaries (whilst also continuing to be available for the provision of scholarships at the now 
reduced level).  

 

3. Process and Consultation 

3.1 In order to make these changes, the City of London Corporation, as trustee, must seek the 
consent of the Charity Commission by asking the Charity Commission to make what is known as a 
“scheme”, a type of legal document which makes the changes. 

3.2 The Charity Commission has indicated that it would be willing to make a scheme to merge the 
funds. However, it first expects us to consult with those who may have an interest in the changes.    

3.3 This summary is intended to inform you in relation to the proposed changes.   

3.4 If you have any comments we would like to hear from you. 

 

4. Next steps 

4.1 If you would like to make any comments on the proposals (whether you support the proposals or 
you have concerns) please let us know by email to Charles Griffiths at 
charles.griffiths@cityoflondonschool.org.uk.  

4.2 The deadline for responses is 22 June 2020. 

 

Charles Griffiths 
Bursar 
22 May 2020 
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