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Our year in 
numbers… £1,176,846  

raised in 2021/22

445 donors 
supported us  
in 2021/22.

        
        

16 pupils will join CLS on a full 
bursary in September 2022.

27 Old Citizens, 
staff and parents  
have told us they are 
supporting CLS with a 
gift in their will.



Over 200 donors 
support bursaries 
through regular giving

All statistics and figures correct as of  
Monday 15 August 2022

Liveries, Trusts  
and Foundations 
support our Bursary Appeal.22 

Philanthropic Income 2019-2022
2021-222020-212019-20
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A thank you from  
our Head, Alan Bird

I am delighted to be sharing this year’s Donor Impact Report with 
you. I hope that, as a supporter of City of London School, you are 
as proud as I am of what we have achieved together this year. 

The commitment of our alumni, parents and other supporters means 
that we were able to offer transformative bursaries to 12% of the 
incoming First Form last September, our art department benefited 
from a new kiln, and the iGEM project group was able to enter (and 
win gold) at the 2021 international competition. In addition, hun-
dreds of pupils across all year groups benefited from the advice and 
insights of our Old Citizens as they contemplated university choices, 
careers and how best to get ready for life after CLS.  

I had the great privilege of meeting Zak earlier this year, an Old Citizen 
who left CLS in 2017, and who shared the impact of his bursary with 
me: “How CLS shaped me as a person is something you can’t put a 
price on or quantify in exam results. I learned to be creative but also 
analytical, outspoken yet always ready to listen and sure of my place in 
the world without ever taking anything for granted. There are countless 
boys just like me, who, if given the chance, will flourish beyond their 
wildest dreams. It’s pretty cool to be able to say you’ve changed a life 
and the bursary I received is a gift that will last a lifetime.” 

Working together this year, we have raised over £1.1 million for 
bursaries: it is the first time we have reached this milestone. It is so 
incredibly heartening for me and the whole school community as 
we look to reach our next landmark of offering transformational 
bursaries to 15% of the First Form intake by 2025. 

Thank you for playing a pivotal role in this endeavour. I am so  
grateful for your support.

Alan Bird 
Head
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We believe that academic success is 
based on genuine scholarship and 
intellectual exploration, and that 

access to this education should be available 
to all. Wherever our pupils come from, we 
support them to go further than they ever 
thought possible.

A transformational bursary covers a pupil’s 
school fees, along with extras such as travel 
costs, uniforms, and exam fees. As a result, 
exceptional pupils who otherwise would not 
consider attending City of London School 
are able to focus only on how much they can 
achieve, with no concerns about financing 
their education.

Your support has opened up a completely dif-
ferent future for young people across London. 
The more pupils we can welcome through 
our transformational bursaries, the stronger 
and more inclusive our school community 
will become. Everyone benefits when diversity 
increases, as debates broaden, new perspec-
tives are shared, and barriers are broken down. 

Thanks to you, talented young people continue 
to grow and prosper at City of London School.

How your support is making a difference�

There are 80 pupils currently 
attending CLS thanks to a 
transformational bursary.

Exploring everything the School has to offer

I just wanted to say a massive thanks to CLS 
for making it possible for my son to go on the 
Pembrokeshire trip. He came home last night 
absolutely ecstatic and overjoyed. We even 
went to the local park for a short evening walk 
as he wanted to tell me everything he experi-
enced. I learned that the food was amazing, 
the activities were a lot of fun and super 
well organised, he learned some fascinating 
historical facts, saw some wildlife and he was 
in the best room with an amazing group of 
boys with whom he made new friendships. By 
the sound of it, he had the time of his life!

It really means a lot to us both how CLS is 
helping and supporting us with everything. 
Two years later it still feels unbelievable that 
we got so lucky and have been given this 
once-in-a-lifetime chance for our child to be at 
CLS. We are very grateful for the opportunity to 
be part of the CLS community, so once again 
thank you for everything.

Second Form Parent  
of a bursary recipient
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In my role as Chair of Governors, it’s been a 
privilege to spend time with current pupils and 
to see that the outward-looking attitude, the 

endless curiosity, the optimism and the fierce 
independence I believe have always defined our 
school are still very much in evidence.

For several decades, my career took me around 
the world. It’s only more recently, since I returned 
to London, that I have considered the impact 
of my time at CLS in more detail. Doing so has 
helped me appreciate just how much of an 
influence City had on me – not only academically 
but in terms of the values and attitudes I have 
carried with me ever since. In many ways, City 
helped make me who I am today.

2024 will mark the 190th anniversary of the 
1834 Act of Parliament that founded City of 
London School, building on the support of John 
Carpenter’s bequest from 1442. Carpenter wanted 
his legacy to provide broader access to an edu-
cation that challenged the conceived norms and 
celebrated diversity. We have made a pioneering 
commitment to help substantially more young 
people gain access to an education at CLS. Our 
aim is for 15% of pupils to join us on a transforma-
tional bursary by 2025, and for that percentage to 
continue to grow over the following decade.

As the City of London Corporation reduces its 
funding for our bursary programme, we are more 
reliant than ever on our school community to help 
pupils from every background attend CLS.

You and I both know how much of an impact a 
CLS education can have, so I don’t think it’s an 
exaggeration to say that your support is making a 
genuinely life-changing difference to exceptional 
young people.

From our  
Chair of Governors

Tim Levene 
Class of 1991

“In many ways, City 
helped make me 
who I am today.”

Find out ways to connect with CLS 
and other Old Citizens by visiting 
the School website.

  cityoflondonschool.org.uk/old-citizens

Tim Levene 
Chair of Governors
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I joined City of London School in the First Form 
and I believe a big part of the reason my parents 
chose CLS was because my Mum worked in 

central London, and it meant I could commute 
with her from East London. It would not have 
been possible for my parents to pay for me to 
attend CLS from the ages of 11–18 years old 
without a bursary.

I am currently a junior doctor with Salisbury 
NHS Foundation Trust, but I am interested in 
specialising in cellular pathology, which involves 
studying tissue samples from patients in order to 
assist doctors in their treatments. Mr Whitcomb, 
who taught me physics in Second Form, was 
very nurturing of my scientific enquiry. I suppose 
you could say he was the first spark. My biology 
teacher, Mr Baglin, became a real role model to 
me whilst doing my GCSEs.

My form teacher was Mr Hilton-Dennis and whilst 
he never taught me any subjects, he really inspired 
me, he was very patient and the way he interacted 
with pupils was exemplary. He really embodied 
the CLS spirit, and I learnt a lot from him.

When I passed my medical finals, I reached out 
to a couple of my teachers as a token of gratitude 
and to honour the memory, school years rotate so 
quickly that it’s good to nurture those memories.

In theory I could’ve worked hard and hopefully 
gone into medicine from any school, but CLS is 
more than an exam factory. It’s all part of the CLS 
ethos, we are encouraged to be the best we can 
be both academically, but also as a person and 
that really stays with you. This is why I am so keen 
to come back and give talks to the pupils now as 
a Junior Doctor. But probably the most impactful 
thing I have been able to do was mentor a Sixth 
Form pupil in their medical school application, as 
well as running a careers session for pupils at the 
City of London Academy, Highgate Hill.

I am an example of where the bursary programme 
has really succeeded. I did not believe I was aca-
demically good enough to be at CLS. I was very 
much average in my first year, but incrementally 
my grades improved and by GCSE I was achieving 
top grades, and at A Level I excelled further. I think 
this really shows how important it is to recognise 
those pupils with potential, who might not have 
the full means to attend a school like CLS and 
to give them that opportunity regardless of their 
background.

City of London School 
and Me

Damian Amendra 
Class of 2013�

Above: Damian pictured at CLS in 2013 (left) and in 2022 
working as a Junior Doctor for the NHS (right).

“ I did not believe I was 
academically good enough 
to be at CLS. I was very much 
average in my first year, but 
incrementally my grades 
improved and by GCSE I was 
achieving top grades, and at  
A Level I excelled further.”
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Why I donate to  
City of London School

Tom Cahn 
Class of 2005 

The School gave me so much and I want others to 
benefit in the same way I did. I am by no means 
a big donor, but I believe it’s about giving what 
you can – if a lot of people 
each give a small amount 
regularly, that adds up and 
gives the School a source of 
predictable income to help 
build the bursary programme 
even further. For me, it’s about 
supporting that work. The bur-
sary programme also makes 
a big contribution to City’s 
culture, to the best of what it 
represents as an institution. 

I am director of communications at Eigen 
Technologies, a tech start-up in Artificial 
Intelligence. I was part of the company’s founding 
team seven years ago. Our software can read and 
extract unstructured data trapped inside docu-
ments. It has applications in banking, insurance, 
supply chain and many other industries. It’s one of 
the most exciting things I’ve ever done.

I grew up in Camden and went to a very small pri-
mary school. City introduced me to a much bigger 
world. Of course, part of that was the opportunity 
to try different activities: I took part in the Model 
United Nations, played football, squash, and did 
CCF. But I think it was only years after I left that I 

started to fully appreciate how City broadened my 
horizons more generally. 

City has a very particular culture that is more 
attuned to the modern world and quite different 
from other well-known independent schools. 
City’s pupils come from a broader range of 
backgrounds. Being around such a wide range of 
people was great preparation for university and 
my career. 

My early experience of work helped too: in my late 
teens, I worked as a waiter and barman in London. 
They were good jobs – they taught you about hard 
work and customer service. You learn that the 
customer must always come first very quickly in a 
service job. Your tips depend on it. 

After CLS, I spent an amazing four years at St 
Andrews studying history. CLS set me up brilliantly 
for that – we had an amazing history department 
and I owe them a great deal for what they helped 
me to achieve. Then, after doing a Masters in 
Management at London Business School, I joined 
Unilever on their graduate trainee scheme. After 
that, I worked in PR agencies for four years before 
joining Eigen.

I was inspired by so many of 
my teachers at City and I am 
very grateful for everything 
they taught me. I am still in 
touch with several of them. 
Miss Murphy and Mr Griffin were 
fabulous history teachers. My 
form teachers Mr Dowler and 
Mr Blanch were great, not just 
in terms of imparting a love of 
their subjects, but also their 

approach to pastoral care. In English, you never 
felt Mr Blanch was dictating to you – you felt you 
were being encouraged to explore subjects for 
yourself. My French teacher, Mr Laidlaw, was a 
wonderful teacher, and it was he who suggested 
I apply to St Andrews, which turned out to be 
great advice.

I am very happy to do what I can to help others 
benefit from the same education. I want to help 
City to give opportunities to boys for whom that 
chance is really something life changing. London is 
changing all the time and I trust City to evolve with 
it. That said, I do still see City pupils on my train 
in the morning and sometimes I overhear them 
talking about the same teachers I had.  

“I believe it’s 
about giving 
what you can”
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Why I donate to  
City of London School

Sabrina Philip  
Current parent

C ity of London School has a long tradition 
of changing the lives of young people, and 
this remains at the heart of why fairness and 

equality are central to the School’s ethos. 

The dedicated community of donors, parent 
volunteers, fundraisers, educators, and governors 
work to ensure that every penny raised for 
bursaries goes to the pupils and this is the reason 
we choose to donate, to help to change the lives 
of young people for whom a CLS education would 
never have been possible. You only need to attend 
an event or read the pages of this publication to 
realise the far-reaching effects a bursary has on a 
pupil’s life. 

I am proud to be part of the donor community at 
CLS and play a part in helping make our school 
truly reflective of the real world and a benefit to 
pupils as they learn and live within a community 
of people from all walks of life.

In these challenging economic times, it is charita-
ble ventures like these that suffer and none of us 
wants to see pupils unable to receive a CLS educa-
tion, despite being eligible, due to circumstances 
beyond their control. I hope we can continue to 
pull together as a community to keep this hugely 
rewarding opportunity alive for all concerned. It is 
more than a worthwhile cause.

I am so thankful my parents applied for 
a bursary, that decision has changed my 
life. My mum works as a neonatal nurse for 
the NHS and my dad works at the sports 
centre close to my home. It would have 
been impossible for me to come to City 
without a bursary. But my parents took this 
opportunity and I have never looked back. 
I genuinely believe the value of a bursary is 

limitless. It means your future is now only 
down to you. That’s incredibly freeing and 
inspiring.

Robin 
Sixth Former 
and bursary 
recipient
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“For me, the School’s commitment to bursaries shows it 
genuinely cares about the environment it creates.”   Fayeb

How would I sum up what City of London 
School has meant to me? It’s changed my 
whole attitude to learning. The teachers 

are so willing to support and encourage and to 
introduce you to new ideas, and because of that I 
became determined to do more. 

I’ve always loved learning, but I’m more passion-
ate about it now than I’ve ever been. For me, 
the School’s commitment to bursaries shows it 
genuinely cares about the environment it creates. 
It’s serious about creating social mobility and 
contributing to our society. I wouldn’t have been 

able to afford to attend CLS without a bursary, 
and now here I am with an offer to study maths 
at Cambridge. I’m not sure that would have 
happened otherwise.

I’ve even been thinking about going into teaching 
myself, to give something back, because I can 
see how much the teachers at this school have 
impacted on me. I’d like to have that kind of effect 
on others in the future. I wouldn’t have said that 
before coming to CLS.

City of London 
School and me

Fayeb 
Class of 2022�

Initially I did not make the most of the opportu-
nities that were made available to me whilst at 
City of London School, in fact before I belatedly 

decided to take responsibility for my actions, I 
would go as far to say that my educational history 
is a litany of failures. 

My foster family, the Willoughby family, helped 
to raise me. I owe so much of my good fortune to 
them. It is in their spirit and memory that I now do 
what I can to support talented young people gain 
access to quality education and experiences that 
will help to change their lives. 

By volunteering with a number of pupils over the 
last academic year, I was able to gain an insight 
into those benefitting from transformational 
bursaries and would like to see more pupils 
gaining access to this opportunity. 

As a strong advocate of social mobility, I believe in 
the good work being done by the City of London 
School bursary programme and I am proud to 
support the School in this way.

Why I donate to City 
of London School

Kunle Olafare 
Class of 1990�
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Old Citizens

Dr Scott Miles Aaron 	 Class of 1994

Keith Baker	 Class of 1961

David Baker	 Class of 1981

Michael Baldwin	 Class of 1963

Sher Baloch	 Class of 2004

Suman Basu	 Class of 2000

Josh Bell	 Class of 1996

Aaron Berk	 Class of 2007

Adrian Birtles	 Class of 1960

Anthony Bogod	 Class of 1976

Dr Reginald Bolton	 Class of 1963

Keith Britter	 Class of 1963

Alex Brown	 Class of 2006

Philip Brown	 Class of 1967

Tony Buckley	 Class of 1964

Tom Cahn	 Class of 2005

Robert Camp	 Class of 1947

Nigel Carr	 Class of 1973

Sam Clinton-Davis	 Class of 2011

Daniel Cohen	 Class of 1995

Curtis Family	 Class of 2013

Ollie Davies	 Class of 1998

Gordon Dearing	 Class of 1944

Ramin Dilmaghanian	 Class of 1985

Jamie Diner	 Class of 1994

Timi Dorgu	 Class of 2006

Martin Dyer	 Class of 1965

Neil Edwards	 Class of 1982

Paul Everett & Family	 Class of 1961

Rev Keith Eyeons	 Class of 1989

Dr Rohantha Fernando	 Class of 1972

James Fraser	 Class of 1986

John Gee-Grant	 Class of 1984

Philip Goldsmith	 Class of 1993

Roger Goodridge	 Class of 1953

Chris Gooderidge	 Class of 1962

Rags Smith	 Class of 1956

Rev Dr John Gosling	 Class of 1952

Dr Maurice Gross	 Class of 1951

Robin Guilleret	 Class of 1960

Jon Harris	 Class of 1987

Terry Heard	 Class of 1959

Andrew Heller	 Class of 1986

Michael Hennigan	 Class of 1989

Geoffrey Hewitt	 Class of 1966

Simon Hill	 Class of 1970

David Hopper	 Class of 1963

Dr David Jeffery	 Class of 1958

Pritam Kamat	 Class of 1989

Prof Raju Kapoor	 Class of 1975

Dov Katz & Family	 Class of 1992

Mahesh Khilnani	 Class of 2004

Martin Kimchi	 Class of 1991

Lionel Knight	 Class of 1958

Mike Knight	 Class of 1984

Jonathan Kropman	 Class of 1975

Barry Landy	 Class of 1956

Jonathan Lauffer	 Class of 1972

Patrick A. Lawrence	 Class of 1950

Ronel Lehmann	 Class of 1982

Lord Peter Levene	 Class of 1960

John Levene	 Class of 1986

Tim Levene	 Class of 1991

Christopher Lynch	 Class of 1961

S J Mabey	 Class of 1969

Dr Peter Mace	 Class of 1970

Hursh Mehta	 Class of 2008

Dr Norman Mitchinson	 Class of 1962

Christopher Nairne	 Class of 2002

Kunle Olafare	 Class of 1990

David Parfett	 Class of 1960

Dr David L Parker	 Class of 1958

Neel Patel	 Class of 1997

Dr Shahpur Patell	 Class of 1970

Dr Gary Patou	 Class of 1976

Marc Polonsky	 Class of 1977

Ashan Ramakrishnan	 Class of 1999

Thrishan Ramakrishnan	 Class of 2005

David Remington	 Class of 2006

Andrew Rose	 Class of 2006

Anthony Segal-Knowles	 Class of 1998

Jonathan Shack	 Class of 1976

Sir Bernard Silverman	 Class of 1969

Jonathan Silverman	 Class of 1967

Kit Spencer	 Class of 1963

Lévon & Sévan Stephan	 Class of 1985

Col Sir Neil Thorne OBE	 Class of 1950

Joshua Viney	 Class of 2007

Brian Waters	 Class of 1963

Dr Gordon Weingarten	 Class of 1963

1442 Society

We are grateful to all those who have 
chosen to include City of London 
School in their will, and those who have 
decided to remain anonymous.

Geoffrey Balderson	 Class of 1961

Josh Bell	 Class of 1996

Tony Buckley	 Class of 1964

Ian Cameron-Black	 Class of 1958

Nigel Carr	 Class of 1973

The late Michael Collins	 Class of 1957

Chris Gooderidge	 Class of 1962

John Gray	 Class of 1947

Terry Heard	 Class of 1959

Dr David Jeffery	 Class of 1958

Patrick A. Lawrence	 Class of 1950

C. E. Lord OBE	 Governor 

John Mendez	 Class of 1958

Alan Milne	 Class of 1959

Charles Myhill	 Class of 1967

Dr David L Parker	 Class of 1958

Dr Gary Patou	 Class of 1976

Sir Bernard Silverman	 Class of 1969

Kien Tan	 Class of 1992

Our donors
We are extremely grateful to the following donors who have supported City of London School since 1 August 2021.  
We would also like to thank the many donors that choose to support us anonymously. 

Thank you for your generosity.



Parents and former parents
Dr Scott Miles Aaron & Mrs Janine Aaron
The Abela Family
The Advani Family
The Agbesi Family
The Ailioaie Family
Mr Zein & Mrs Manat Akhabaeva
The Altissimo Family
The Anstee Family
The Artar Family
The Balakrishnan-Mata Family
The Bane Family
The Bartlett Family
The Battaglia Trovato Family
Mrs Swati Avhad Beesen
Stephen Bellau & Katherine Bellau
The Bentley Family
The Bhatt Family
The Blasco Diaz Family
The Bloom Family
Abib Bocresion & Phillipa Rubins
Mr & Mrs David Bodanis
The Lee Born Family
The Boya Family
The Brass Family
The Bremen Family
The Bullard Family
Mr & Mrs Byng
The Casbolt Family
Mr & Mrs Castronovo
The Cheng Family
Sharon White & Robert Chote
The Cochrane Family
Russell & Naomi Cohen
The Crocé Family
The Dalton Family
The Danker Family
Claire & Hugh Davies
Mr & Mrs De Carolis
The Dhaliwal Family
Mr & Mrs Doganis
The Dunster Family
Tim Dye & Charlotte Ransom
The Economides Family
The Egerton Family
Mark Falcon
The Forbes Family
Dr & Mrs Frankau
The Freestone Family

The French Family

Mr & Mrs Ganatra
The George Family
The Gerbi Family
The Ghosh Family
The Gibbons Family
Philipp & Ruth Girardet
Jonathan & Caroline Glass
Philip Goldsmith
The Gringras Family
The Grodeland Family
The Grossman Family
The Gruber Family
The Gubbin/Leness Family
The Gupta Family
The Handa Family
Thea Sharrock & Paul Handley
The Harrison Family
The Heller Family
Lady Heywood (Suzanne)
The Hill Family
Nicola Usborne & Joel Hopkins
Alan Howard
Melodie & Stuart Isaacs QC
Carolyne Ellis & Marc Israel
The James Family
The Jesus Family
Mr Jeyananthan
Eleni Nastouli & Tassos Karadimitris
The Kentridge Family
Davida & Joseph Knoll
The Lane-Hidalgo Family
The Le Bougeant Family
The Lusty Family
Mark Lyttle & Aedamar Comiskey
James Kay & Elizabeth Macfarlane
Kirill Berezov & Mikki Mahan
Mr Majeerathan
The Malley Family
Peter Minshall & Charlotte Green
The Mitchell Family
The Mizrahi Family
Sandra & Leonard Ng
The Noble Family
The Noel Family
The O’Grady / McClenahan Family
The Oldknow Family
The Orleans Family
The Pakenham Family

Ash & Jayshree Patel

Mrs Lucie Paye
Douglas Boyd & Sally Pendlebury
The Pilbrow Family
The Prakash Family
The Rahman Family
Andrew Rennie & Jennifer Bagg
The Riley-Franco Family
Mr John Robson & Ms Samantha McBain
Ms Brid Rodgers & Mr Christoph Czajka
The Dafny/Sadeh Family
Ali Sallaway
The Samant Family
John & Hina Sandhu
The Saxby Family
Hassan & Nuzhat Sayani
The Sassi-Schmitz Family
The Seibel Family
The Sen Family
The Shah Family
Sunil Sharma
Amina Gillani & Kashif Siddiqui
Frances Sinclair
Allen Sinsheimer & Kelly Marsden 
Mr David Smith & Mrs Natalie Smith
The Smychkovskiy Family
The Sokan Family
The Spurlock Family
Annette King & Henry Stevens
The Sturani Family
The Szalai Family
The Tan Family
The Tanrikulu Family
The Tanwar Family
Miss C. Taylor
The Taylor Family
The Thomas Family
Catherine Egan & Adnan Tufail
The Tydeman Family
The Vande Velde-Verhaeghe Family
Haneet & Kiran Vaswani
The Villiers Family
The Von dem Hagen Family
Mr & Mrs von Roon
Suzanne & Matthew Weiniger
The Weissbart Family
The Willis d’Aragona Family
V & D Wong
The Yanez Cordero Family

The Yassin Family



Volunteers

We are so grateful to the Old Citizens and parents who have given up their time to support the School, give advice and 
guidance to our pupils for their future plans, and serve as mentors for fellow alumni.

John Altman	 Class of 1967

Damian Amendra	 Class of 2013

Joseph Ataman	 Class of 2011

Carlos Austin-Gonzales	 Class of 2014

Ivor Baddiel	 Class of 1980

David Barton	 Class of 2018

James Bowden	 Class of 1980

Harry Bradford	 Class of 2014

Asher Brawer	 Class of 2016

Jonathan Bregman	 Class of 1993

Peter Brice	 Class of 2002

Daniel Burke	 Class of 1997

Tom Cahn	 Class of 2005

Oliver Camp	 Class of 2011

Pierre Capel	 Class of 2007

Nigel Carr	 Class of 1973

Charles Cave	 Class of 2006

Sir Suma Chakrabarti	 Class of 1976

James Chance	 Class of 2007

Pankaj Chandak	 Class of 1995

James Charles	 Class of 2006

Rakin Choudhury	 Class of 2013

Josh Cockcroft	 Class of 2008

Marcus Congdon Smith	 Class of 1998

Jack Crawford	 Class of 2007

Harry Crichton-Miller	 Class of 2018

Stéphan D’Abreu-Hayling	 Class of 2004

Max Davidson-Smith	 Class of 2016

Ollie Davies	 Class of 1998

David Davies	 Class of 1999

Jonathan Davies	 Class of 2014

Johan de Silva	 Class of 2013

Timi Dorgu	 Class of 2006

Mickey Down	 Class of 2007

Edward Edgcumbe	 Class of 2008

John Elmes	 Class of 2005

Freddie Evans	 Class of 2011

Joel Fisher	 Class of 2011

Miles Forsyth-Hecken	 Class of 2019

Matthew Fox	 Class of 2005

Susana Frazão Pinheiro	 Current Parent

Christopher Gallacher	 Class of 2015

Bradley Goldenberg	 Class of 1990

Tomos Gray	 Class of 2020

Jacob Greenhouse	 Class of 2016

Sam Gross	 Class of 2012

Ben Hehir	 Class of 2020

Susan Heller	 Current Parent

Dr Ana Hidalgo-Simon	 Current Parent

Callum Hopkins	 Class of 2012

Charlie Hu	 Class of 2018

Joshua Irish	 Class of 2012

Patrick Isaacs	 Class of 2017

Tim Jackson	 Class of 1982

Lee Jackson	 Class of 1993

Russell Jones	 Class of 1977

Adam Jones	 Class of 2018

Anthony Julius	 Class of 1973

Theodore Jupp	 Class of 2019

Sami Kardos-Nyheim	 Class of 2018

Dov Katz	 Class of 1992

Joey Katz	 Class of 2021

Daniel Kirby	 Class of 2017

Alex Kitsberg	 Class of 2018

Prof Paul Klenerman	 Class of 1981

Suchir Kohli	 Class of 2018

Zak Lakota-Baldwin	 Class of 2017

James Lass	 Class of 1995

Lord Peter Levene	 Class of 1960

Harry Loble	 Class of 2014

Harry Lyall	 Class of 1978

Zach Lyttle	 Class of 2021

Freddie MacBruce	 Class of 2017

Rory MacLean	 Class of 2016

Kat Mattich	 Class of 2021

Organisations
The John Carpenter Club
Mitchell City of London  
Educational Foundation
The Guild of Freemen of the City of London
The Temple Music Trust
The Worshipful Company of Bakers
The Worshipful Company of Barbers
The Worshipful Company of Carpenters
The Worshipful Company of Clockmakers
The Worshipful Company of Cutlers
The Worshipful Company of 
Environmental Cleaners
The Worshipful Company of Farriers
The Worshipful Company of Gardeners
The Worshipful Company of Glovers

The Worshipful Company of  
Gold and Silver Wyre Drawers

The Worshipful Company of Grocers
The Worshipful Company of Horners
The Worshipful Company of Innholders
The Worshipful Company of  
Makers of Playing Cards
The Worshipful Company of Needlemakers
The Worshipful Company of Parish Clerks
The Worshipful Company of Pattenmakers
The Worshipful Company of Pewterers
The Worshipful Company of Scriveners
The Worshipful Company of 
Tallow Chandlers
The Worshipful Company of  
Tylers & Bricklayers
The Worshipful Company of Wax Chandlers
The Worshipful Company of World Traders

…and The City of London Corporation

Staff and Friends 
Harriet Anderson Bradley
Chris Apaloo
Alan Bird
Ollie Davies
Nick Hudson
Alice Martineau
Andy McBroom
Kathrin Ostermann
Isy Paton
Susy Ralph
Patrick Sanders
Basher Savage
Kate Wallace
Mark Wardrop
Chris Webb

Adam Živanić



Whilst all care and attention has been taken in putting this donor list together, we apologise for any errors or omissions.

Charles McNelly	 Class of 2014

Zehn Mehmood	 Class of 2016

Rollo Millership	 Class of 2010

Neil Morisetti	 Class of 1975

Vishnou Mourougavelou	 Class of 2013

David Mummery	 Class of 1992

Kunle Olafare	 Class of 1990

Samuel Packer	 Class of 2012

Oscar Pain	 Class of 2015

Neel Patel	 Class of 1997

Jack Perraudin	 Class of 2018

James Philippsohn	 Class of 2015

Louis Phillips	 Class of 2018

Christian Plowman	 Class of 1991

Marc Polonsky	 Class of 1977

Dan Pyzer-Knapp	 Class of 2009

Dan Rebellato	 Class of 1986

Leo Reich	 Class of 2016

Alexander Reut-Hobbs	 Class of 2008

Neel Rokad	 Class of 2014

Gus Rottenberg	 Class of 2015

Daniel Saleh	 Class of 2019

Ethan Santos	 Class of 2021

Oliver Schonle	 Class of 2018

Luca Scrase	 Class of 2019

Ethan Silverstone	 Class of 2015

Oscar Simms	 Class of 2019

Chris Smith	 Former Staff

Louis Staddon Foster	 Class of 2015

Paul Stein	 Class of 1997

Jacob Steinberg	 Class of 2005

Hal Strode	 Class of 2020

Jay Swain	 Class of 2010

Abdul Tahseen	 Class of 2021

Tomo Takabatake	 Class of 2009

Cameron Tan	 Class of 2019

William Tebbit	 Class of 1983

Alex Tep	 Class of 2013

Karthig Thillaivasan	 Class of 2020

Max Todes	 Class of 2020

Will Tosh	 Class of 1999

Daniel Traves	 Class of 2017

David Valsamidis	 Class of 2015

Dr José Videira	 Class of 2007

Ashley Waters	 Class of 2013

Ayotunde Windapo	 Class of 2015

Andrew Wong	 Class of 2000

Daniel Woolcott	 Class of 2010

Boris Young	 Class of 2020

Zizhou Zhang	 Class of 2013

Donate today and help give a talented child the 
chance to join CLS and reach their full potential. 
You can also visit our website to find out the other ways you can help support us.

Your support allows City of 
London School to continue 
to offer transformational 
bursaries to bright young 
people who have the potential 
to thrive at our School.

A seven-year bursary costs 
£165,000 and allows a child to 
join CLS in the First Form and 
covers all fees, travel, uniforms 
and a number of school trips.

Collectively donors make 
bursaries possible in a 
number of ways…

Bursaries 
transform 
lives

1 supporter donating £24,000 per year

24 supporters donating £1,000 per year

50 supporters donating £40 per month (£480 pa)

100 supporters donating £20 per month (£240 pa)

3 supporters donating £8,000 per year

 =  

 =  

 =  

 =  

 =  



I have seen how City of London School works from 
both sides. As a pupil, I joined in 1964. Then, after I 
retired as an economics teacher in Essex, I had the 
chance to go back to City in a paternity-cover role. 
Having finished my career teaching lessons on 
Zoom, I thought it would be enjoyable to finish off 
in the classroom at my old school, and it was. Not 
only did I enjoy the teaching, but the staff were 
incredibly welcoming and, during non-teaching 
periods, I enjoyed the chance to walk along the 
Thames in glorious sunshine.

I was impressed by the pupils’ ability and will-
ingness to participate in lessons and also by the 
social and ethnic mix of the classes. Although I did 

not know which pupils were receiving financial 
support, it was possible to make some deductions 
and I recognised that those on bursaries were 
highly committed and eager to participate in class 
and that their attitude rubbed off on other pupils. 
It was something I had noticed throughout my 
career in independent schools – both as a teacher 
and as a longstanding schools inspector - but it 
was more marked at City.

Looking back, I have realised how much I owe 
to CLS. Not only was I fortunate enough to make 
some very good friends, I also encountered 
exceptional teachers who kindled an interest 
in a subject which I then spent my working life 
teaching. Furthermore, they encouraged me to 
think not only of university but of Cambridge, 
which I would never have considered otherwise. 

My parents had not been to university. They 
owned a shop in Hackney and although I was not 
on a bursary, I was aware that the extended family 
chipped in to pay my school fees. Before O-Levels 

My Legacy to  
City of London School

Nigel Carr 
Class of 1973

“Looking back, I have realised 
how much I owe to CLS”
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I went on a school trip to Annecy and only later 
twigged why my parents did not have their usual 
UK holiday that year. 

As a pupil, I found City very welcoming and made 
friends irrespective of their background. I took 
up fencing, mainly because I didn’t want to go 
out to Grove Park and ended up representing 
England and traveling to compete in international 
tournaments.

In Sixth Form, I was introduced to economics. I 
was fortunate enough to have three outstanding 
teachers: Frank Gregory – who often stepped out 
onto the balcony outside his classroom for a quick 
cigarette; Chris Marsden and Jack Cook. I was 
also involved in charitable fundraising and public 
speaking and I finished as one of two Deputy 
Head Boys.

After Cambridge, I took a PGCE at London 
University and joined Brentwood School in 
September 1977. I think I was appointed largely 
because fencing was an important sport at 
Brentwood! I stayed there until retirement 
in August 2020, finishing up as Deputy Head 
for 16 years.

Going back to CLS as a teacher, it struck me as 
a very civilised environment not just among the 
staff but among the pupils too, with mentoring 
schemes and pastoral care playing a signifi-
cant role. 

I enjoyed that City, as a community, offers 
opportunities to and values everyone – not just 
those who were especially sporty or musical or 
artistic. Some independent schools I have seen 
may be more built around, say, whether you are 
good at rugby, and that creates quite a different 
atmosphere. 

Some parents prefer that traditional boarding 
school experience and atmosphere, but City is 
quite different from that: it has always adapted 
and modernised. A lot of that culture comes from 
the staff and City’s reputation allows it to attract 
high quality staff who support its ethos.

In my short time back at the School I was also 
struck by the emphasis on charity and a general 
awareness of what was going on in the world. It’s 
an environment where social issues are discussed 
a lot – climate change, gender equality – more 
than in any other school I’ve encountered.

I was looking for somewhere to leave money that 
would do some good. Coming back and seeing 
the school community from the inside confirmed 
my view that it would be a very worthy recipient. 
Although I would probably have left a legacy in 
any case, teaching at CLS convinced me that I am 
making the right decision. I hope that my legacy 
will enable others to benefit as I have done.

If you would like to discuss  
leaving a legacy to City 
of London School or you 
have already included the 
School in your will, please 
get in touch. 

  cityoflondonschool.org.uk/support-us/ways-of-giving/legacies

The 1442 Society 
was established 
to recognise Old 
Citizens who have 
informed the 
School of their plans to leave a 
legacy to CLS. Members receive 
a commemorative lapel pin, 
invitations to special events, as 
well as recognition in our School’s 
annual Donor Impact Report.

Donor Impact Report 2021–22� 13



City of London School 
and Me

Rakin Choudhury 
Class of 2013

I joined City of London School in the First Form 
in 2006 and I still have my yearbook in which 
I wrote the initials of every teacher that ever 

taught me. At any school you always have those 
teachers who have been there forever, the old 
guard, but we had the last of the teachers that 
had been at the old school site, and we celebrated 
25 years of being at the new site when I was in 
Sixth Form. 

I remember the Head of Admissions, Mr 
Heminway visiting our home as part of the bur-
sary application process. He was also in charge 
of the Muslim part of Five Assemblies, which I 
spoke at, and he gave me advice on how to best 
manage that. Later, when I was asked to speak at 
a graduation ceremony for Barts and The London 
School of Medicine and Dentistry in St Paul’s 
Cathedral, I reached out and told him that it was 
the culmination of speaking at those assemblies 
and his advice that helped me through it. 

I look at some of my younger cousins who may 
have gone to very good schools but fit the London 

stereotype of kids obsessed with their image, 
owning the latest phones, brands, and fashion, 
and I realise that at CLS we never really cared 
about those things as much and it was not an 
issue to stand out. I never had to worry about 
being myself and I notice that I do things where 
other people might feel judged, CLS really instilled 
that in me. I think City fed into my ethos of who I 
am as a person. 

After I left City, I went to Barts and The London 
School of Medicine. I did the first three years 
of medical school, followed by an intercalated 
degree in medical education and then I did 
probably the most defining thing of my life so far, 
which was to take a sabbatical and work for the 
Queen Mary Students’ Union as President of the 
Barts and The London Students’ Association. I 
met some great people and raised around £100k 
in grant funding for student activities, including 
setting up a hardship fund for the graduation at St 
Paul’s. I don’t think I would have considered taking 
the sabbatical if it weren’t for CLS. 

We celebrate bursaries at CLS. I don’t know how 
we compare to other independent schools, but it 
feels like CLS is leading in that field. Everyone was 
down to earth and even the teachers made sure 
the pupils don’t get too full of themselves, which 
teenagers do, but having people from diverse 
backgrounds really helped.  

I grew up in West London, in a tower block 
opposite Grenfell Tower, although I never knew 
the name of it until the fire, it was just another 
tower block on our estate. Class is one of the 
hardest things to talk about and that is something 
that CLS helps with tremendously. I know some 
people can now be embarrassed to say they went 
to an independent school, but I wish more people 
had access to these opportunities and I feel very 
proud to have attended.  

I hope to give back more as I progress through my 
career. Setting up those funds at Barts and seeing 
the impact it had on students was my chance to 
experience it from the other side.  
Rakin was speaking to the Development and Alumni Team at CLS.

“City fed into my ethos of  
who I am as a person.”

Above: (left) Rakin in the Third Form in 2008 and (right) leading Barts 
and The London School of Medicine Graduation in 2018.
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Why I donate to  
City of London School

Michael Hennigan  
Class of 1989 

I wanted to donate specifically to support science 
at CLS because I think whilst we are very good 
at science in the UK, it is not always valued as 

highly as it should be. I work in science: I invest in a 
lot of early, start-up companies and spinouts from 
university research, so I am aware of how hard it is 
to develop a great idea into a final product.

I was delighted to help fund the CLS Team for 
iGEM, an international biology competition. Most 
of the teams that enter are from universities, 
including Harvard and Stanford. For City Sixth 
Formers to be involved is both ambitious and 
inspiring. Their project involved researching a 
new way of diagnosing pre-eclampsia in early 
pregnancy and they won gold. It’s a massive 
achievement. In my job, I see quite a few small 
companies, floated on the stock market, whose 
ideas and development are not much further 
down the line than the CLS iGEM team.

The team kept me up to date with their plans 
and achievements; mainly over Zoom in the 
last couple of years although I was at a recent 
presentation, too. They ran their project by various 
academics and had serious input over which 
aspects of their work were good ideas. Everything 
was done in a very professional and scientific way. 

As well as the cutting-edge nature of the work, the 
international, competitive aspect is fantastic too 
and hopefully, being involved with this at 17 or 18 
years old will inspire a lot of pupils to go into these 
areas professionally.

At school, I loved science and I read mechanical 
engineering at university because I enjoyed the 
subject, but I soon realised I wasn’t a natural. I 
moved to work in IT for a few years and then as a 
technology analyst. l ended up working in science 
start-ups, in the City by chance.

I enjoyed my time at CLS, and I had lots of great 
teachers. I am very happy to support some of 
the current pupils with such an ambitious and 
inspiring project. The nature of science is that not 
every area of exploration leads to a successful 
application in itself – but helping researchers 
to explore every different avenue is all part of 
the process.

It’s amazing that Sixth Formers are doing work that 
could potentially be commercialised. And if I can 
give a small amount to help that – then why not?

We were delighted to receive a gold medal at 
this year’s awards ceremony, against teams 
from all over the world. A huge milestone 
for us as we managed to reclaim our golden 
triumph of 2017 and a big improvement from 
last year’s silver medals. On behalf of the 
whole team, I would like to thank our donors 
for all their help. Without the generous support 
of Old Citizens, including Mr Hennigan and the 
John Carpenter Club, our project would not 
have been able to achieve the result we have 
seen this year.

Yeshin 
Class of 2022  
iGEM co-lead
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My Mentor and Me
Nojus (Class of 2022) and Alex Reut-Hobbs (Class 
of 2008) were introduced as part of a mentoring 
scheme for pupils in receipt of a bursary, to advise 
on life after school. Their mentoring relationship 
took place over 15 months. 

What made you want to take part in the 
mentoring scheme?

Alex: CLS was central in developing me into 
the person I am today, and I wanted to give 
something back to the institution that gave 
me so much.

Nojus: I knew this would be the best way that 
I could get the personalised help and advice I 
needed. Alex has given me career and university 
advice, but more importantly he has changed my 
outlook on life more generally. 

How does the process work?

Alex: The alumni department was great in 
matching me with Nojus, whose interests and 
studies were similar to mine. We had several 
Covid-enforced video calls covering everything 
from UCAS, personal statements and university 
applications to extra-curricular activities and 
more. Outside those sessions, I made sure I was 
always available to Nojus by email in case he 
wanted to go over anything. It was also great 
to meet in person once Covid restrictions had 
been dropped.

Nojus: Before being mentored by Alex, I had never 
actually spoken to anyone who worked in finance. 
Talking to Alex about his own experiences has 
given me the confidence that I can actually follow 
the same path he has. His input has changed my 
whole approach in a way that would never have 
happened from looking up advice on the internet.

How do you look back on the success of 
your mentoring relationship so far?

Alex: I hope that I’ve been able to give Nojus a 
new perspective on things, to think outside the 

box of secondary education, and to consider 
how best to apply his talents to the wider world. I 
have no doubt he will go very far, and I would be 
delighted to continue being a sounding board for 
him in the future.

Nojus: Speaking with Alex has given me a new 
confidence and belief in myself. I have known for 
a long time that I would like to work in finance, 
but with so many paths to choose I ended up 
suffering from decision paralysis: I was too 
worried about taking the wrong career option 
early on and then being stuck with it. Alex helped 
bring me back to earth. He reassured me that no 
decision would be wrong and wherever I went I 
would be successful. Alex told me he didn’t even 
study a maths-based degree at university and 
yet still made something of himself in the finance 
industry. He said my interest in finance from a 
young age and studying economics at university 
put me ahead of the curve.

Alex: I couldn’t recommend the mentoring 
programme more highly. I feel great to have been 
able to give something back, and my mentoring 
has dovetailed nicely with my other involvement 
with CLS, including A-Level subject guidance, 
career days, and talks to the Sixth Form.

Are you interested in 
volunteering or becoming a 
mentor for a pupil at CLS? 
  alumni@cityoflondonschool.org.uk

There were 91 volunteering opportunities at City of London School in 2021/2022 and 
124 volunteers donated their time to support pupils over the last year. Opportunities 
included careers events, mentoring, interviews, webinars, and in-person talks.

16�



The range of lived experiences and 
backgrounds of both staff and pupils 
has completely changed the way that 
I think and view the world around me. 
Without a doubt, City of London School 
has helped me grow in confidence and 
independence, cultivating my passions 
and helping me to understand that 
we can have a positive impact on the 

future and the communities around 
us. I can’t imagine what my life would 
be like without City.

Josh 
Head Boy  
Class of 2022

A year at City of London School

	
Mock COP Conference hosted 
by Eco-Schools Committee

Medical Society host third 
annual MediCon

Table tennis marathon raises 
£1,500 for Papyrus

Chapel Royal at the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Return of in-person 
Freshers’ Fair

Chamber Choir and First 
Orchestra perform Saint-
Saëns Requiem

	
Joint CLS & CLSG Junior 
School production of James 
& The Giant Peach

	
Sponsored Walk returns! 
Joined by CLSG, this event 
marks the end of the year 
and start of summer. 

	
Eco-Schools Committee 
present to a board at the 
City of London Corporation

	
Pupils learn about careers in 
Law from Old Citizens

Sixth Formers mentor pupils  
from Ark Bentworth Academy

	
Lord Mayor’s Prize Day 
returns to Guildhall

Pupils take part in sponsored 
sleep-out and 24-hour  
Row-a-thon for Papyrus



City of London School
107 Queen Victoria Street
London EC4V 3AL

cityoflondonschool.org.uk
020 3680 6313
development@cityoflondonschool.org.uk
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